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6:30PM General 

Back Country Horsemen of  Utah —Southwest  Chapter  

Oh no! It’s that four letter word “D I E 

T”! After all the good holiday treats and 

feasts it’s time to focus on our riding 

priorities again. Getting that leg over the 

saddle might be a little easier if I didn’t 

eat so much pie al mode.  

Hope you enjoyed the annual fund raiser 

and membership drive event. First time, 

at least is a long time, that we had it 

catered. DUBS BBQ had plenty of food 

and it I heard a lot of good comments. If 

you visit them at their restaurant on 

Sunset, tell them thanks for doing such a 

good job for us. For a recap of the event 

see the article in the newsletter. 

The chapter officers all agreed to serve 

another term. We have been a team for 

the third year. I thank them for 

continuing on; we seem to work well 

together. 

Our January meeting will feature our 

member Doug West making a 

presentation about trails he’s ridden. 

He has been to many interesting places 

and is a great story teller. I’m looking 

forward to his tales. We meet at 6 PM 

for the education session with the 

business meeting to follow.  

This business meeting will be 

somewhat of a planning session for the 

year. We need to set a budget, make 

suggestions for the year’s ride 

calendar, plan work projects and 

discuss how we might want to change 

things up. 

Speaking of the ride calendar, the next 

chapter ride is planned for Valley of 

Fire. This is a more technical ride and 

one of my all-time favorites. Horse and 

rider need to be in shape and able to 

navigate a few technical sections. The 

scenery is spectacular and we will have 

an experienced trail boss who knows 

the area well. It will be a full days’ ride 

what with travel, the ride and getting a 

bite to eat somewhere along the way.                  
              (Continued pg 5) 
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From the Presidents Saddle 

 Membership Application                  8 

Marking the trails for our members 

Monthly Ride! 
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 Annual Membership Drive and Fund Raiser 
December 1, 2023 by Lin Hokana 

 

It was another grand annual December “holiday gathering,” the Membership Drive with Fund Raiser. The 

weather was perfect, the decorations were festive, the food was scrumptious, the sponsors were generous, 

the people were friendly and all were ready for a good time. The way our chapter is set we have a very 

short business meeting first, to elect officers for the following year. The existing core all agreed to continue 

in their same roles for another year, thank you John, Jarice, Jeanette and Deja. I couldn’t do it without you. 

DUBS BBQ catered the meal, brisket and turkey, mac and cheese, baked beans, cole slaw and roles. The 

chapter provided salad and members provided desserts. We projected 120 attendees and had food for that 

number. The final tally was about 96. We also fed the high school staff who set things up and took them 

down afterwards; they were super to work with. We had plenty of food so hope you got your fill.   

The silent auction was run first with 105 items to bid on. What a wonderful selection. If you didn’t find 

something to bid on, you didn’t look hard enough.  

People had six items to choose from for the raffle. Buy tickets and place them into the bucket for the item 

of your choice. Thanks, Scott Ford for taking on this job and also thanks to the two ladies who helped sell 

tickets. 

Mike Duvall was our auctioneer for the thirteen live auction items. This is always the fun part of the even-

ing and Mike lived up to the expectation, getting “just one more” bid for that “gotta have” item. 

We don’t report money in our newsletter, you have to come to the chapter meeting to get the details. But I 

can say we were very successful and added to our savings. We are financially in terrific shape and ready 

and able to take on service projects.  

See the full page of sponsors in the newsletter. Whenever you are in one of the businesses, tell them, 

“Thank you for your donation to the Southwest Chapter of BCHU.” We wouldn’t be the biggest and best 

chapter in Utah without them.  

An event like this takes a lot of planning with tons of preparation before and on the day of the event. Deja 

Schweitzer took the lead and what an outstanding job she did. Deja and Debbie Grise were the team leads 

for coordinating people to contact sponsors. Numerous people jumped in to help with what seemed like an 
endless list of tasks to pull this evening off.  

Thank you everyone.  
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Happy trails. Looking forward to seeing you on January 3rd.   

(from the Presidents Saddle Con’t) 

It’s the start of the year-end holiday season. Hope you have or had a great Thanksgiving. I know I’m thankful for all 

the friends I’ve made with our chapter and all the fun times we share. We recently lost one of our staunch supporters 

and such tragedy reminds me just how precious life is and quickly a turn-of-events can occur. Count your blessings; 

cherish each one.  

I just attended a BCHU zoom meeting and see our chapter still has the most members and memberships, although 

we have a little less than last year. It’s a continual process of recruiting new members and we have a lot of 

interesting people among us. Let’s continue our good fortune by inviting others to join our chapter.  

The December annual membership drive and fund raiser is December 1. We are having it catered this year (DUBS 

Barbeque) to ease the workload on members and give us more time to talk up the auction and raffle items. There will 

be some really nice items again this year so please come with an expectation of buying some quality items. More 

information about them coming soon. 

We will have a very short business meeting – the election of officers for 2024. There is no chapter ride or chapter 

meeting other than this event in December. If you have not been to one of our fund raisers, plan on coming this year. 

It’s a fun time. See the flier in the newsletter or our website www.BCHUSOUTHWEST.ORG. Be sure to RSVP so 

we can have order the meals. Members are no cost (family member = two meals) and additional meal tickets are $15 

per person.   

As mentioned last month, our chapter discussed and approved increasing the annual membership by $5.00. This puts 

us at the same rate as the other chapters in Utah. BCHA will be increasing the rate by $5.00 the following year – a 

topic for discussion at the January meeting. We know the price of everything has gone up, but we are trying our best 

to keep our chapter affordable and a good bargain what with our monthly educational sessions, meaningful work 

projects and great monthly chapter rides.  

 Happy Trails… Lin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.BCHUSOUTHWEST.ORG
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I wish my owner 

would join 

BCHA and learn 

about safety 

Sponsors of the Month! 

 

Dr. Paul Gooch 

Southwest Vision 

Spencer Laub 

Laub’s Feeding and 

Cubing 
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CHAPTER RIDES:  Every 2nd Saturday of each month                 

(unless specified otherwise) 

 

January 13th - Valley of Fire, Nevada - In the saddle at 10:30A Utah Time—9:30 NV time 

(leave by 8:30 Utah time) bring lunch. Directions: Take I-15 south to the Logandale/Overton exit 

and turn left over I-15. Go 19.6 miles and turn right at Valley of Fire. Go another mile to the park 

gate. Travel time from St George should be 1-1/2—2hours NOTE: At the Park 

Gate pay the entrance fee, then turn around and come back to the parking area for 

the trailers. (They are in sight of each other) 

 

NOTE: Due to the fact that there are about four rather technical spots on this ride 

we are asking that only members who are experienced riders (NO beginners) join 

us on this ride. Guests who have ridden with us in the past are OK providing that 

they are experienced riders. 

  
   

  

 

Calendar of Events 
  CHAPTER MEETINGS :    

 January 3, 2023—St. George Community Bldg.  Business 5:30—General 6:30pm 

Come and Participate in our Chapters Success 

Hat of the Month! 

 Sported by: Scott Ford 

Chapter contacts 

President: Lin Hokana                             209-790-9022     

  BCHU.southwestpresident@gmail.com  

Vice President: John West                     678-360-0999

                     johntaylorwest@gmail.com 

Secretary: Jarice Butterfield                    805-368-2132 

                                    bjarice@aol.com 

Treasurer: Jeanette Blasdell                   818-415-1305

         bchswtreaurer@gmail.com 

Newsletter: Paul Sloane          632-7642 

               psloane@infowest.com 

Media/Public Relations:                                                     

Deja Schweitzer                      669-2759        

        dejaschweitzer@gmail.com 

Website: www.bchutah.org—click on Southwest link-

Chapter email: bchu.southwest@gmail.com 

                      



The Purpose of the Back Country Horsemen of Utah 

is: 

1. To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses and 

mules in America’s back country and wilderness. 

2.  To work to ensure the public lands remain open to recreational pack 

and saddle stock use. 

3. To assist the agencies responsible for the management of public lands. 

4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in wise and 

sustaining use of back country resources by horsemen and the general 

public, commensurate with our heritage. 

5.  To foster and encourage the formation of new chapters of Back Country 

Horsemen throughout Utah. 

To: 

Southwest Chapter Newsletter 
P.O. Box 3174 
St. George, UT 84771 
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